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An example of an infusion pump.
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Chapter 22 Small animal fluid therapy
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Infusion pumps are very helpful when performing fluid o
resuscitation for hypovolaemia in smaller dogs and in cats. g
They allow an accurate infusion rate to be set, and most are re
designed with a ‘volume to be infused’ setting, which facili-
tates administration of fluid boluses. These devices are also ‘
extremely useful for increasing the reliability, accuracy and
safety of more long-term fluid therapy in all animals. (
The maximum infusion rate of most infusion pumps (gen- ]
erally 999 mi/h) is often too slow for fluid resuscitation in 1
medium- to larger-sized dogs and their use may not be ap- S

propriate initially. Furthermore, for some bigger dogs the use
of a pressure infuser (Figure 22.19) around the fluid bag can
be invaluable in delivering the fluid within a suitable period |

of time; this can be mimicked by someone squeezing the bag (
if a pressure infuser is not available.

An example of a
pressure infuser.





image3.jpeg
Infusion pumps and syringe drivers

An infusion pump (Figure 8.20) is used to provide an
accurate, continuous flow of fluid over a set period of
time. The fluid administration set is fed through the
infusion pump and the pump is programmed with the
fluid rate to be given over a set period. An alarm wiill
sound to alert staff if the tubing becomes blocked or
fluid runs out. An infusion pump allows accurate flow
of fluid and identifies any administration problems
immediately. The infusion pump can be either hung
from a drip stand or attached to the kennel door.

There is a selection of syringe drivers (Figure 8.21)
and pressure bulb syringes commercially available,
but they are not in common use. These administer
fluid under pressure and are more suitable for small
volumes of fluid than are drip pumps.
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